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Overview of the End-Times

I. Day Of The Lord: two extremes at the end-of-the-age 
The day of the LORD is Great and very Terrible (Joel 2:11; Mal. 4:5)

A. The Day of the Lord refers to the unusual End-Time events related to the Second Coming of Jesus. These events will be very good for those who love Jesus and very terrible for those who refuse Him. The Day of the Lord activities, both positive and negative will come to fullness in the final 3½ years before Jesus returns. 
1. It will be a Great Day for the responsive and the greatest revival in history as the Church comes to victory full of God’s glory and power. 

2. It will be a very Terrible Day to the rebellious because they will experience the most severe judgments of God in all history as well as experiencing Satan’s rage against them.
B. We will briefly look the positive trends and events of the Great Day as well as the negative trends and events of the very Terrible Day.
II. The GREAT DAY - POSITIVE TRENDS 

A. The greatest revival in history with a victorious Church full of God’s glory (Eph. 5:26-27; 3;19; 4:13; Mt. 16:18; 22:37; Jn. 17:21-26; Rev. 7:9; 12:11; 15:2; 19:7-8; 22:17, 20). It will include miracles seen in the book Acts and the book of Exodus that will be combined and multiplied on a global scale. It will be the greatest outpouring of the Spirit with great power (Joel 2:28-32).
B. The spirit prophecy with great power will be released (Acts 2:17; Jer. 31:9; 23:20; 30:24; 5:4-5; Dan. 11:33-35; 12:3, 10; Isa. 26:9; 29:24; Rev. 11:3-6; 18:20; Matt. 17:11; Mal. 4:6; Jn. 14:12). 
C. Supernatural provision of food and water, etc. God will manifest His provision like He did in Exodus (Mic. 7:15). God miraculously provided all the needs of His people as they journeyed through the wilderness. He caused food to fall from the sky and He brought water from a rock.  

D. Supernatural guidance by prophetic revelation (Jer. 31:9; Joel 2:28) as the Lord directs His people to safety, find provision (led food, water and refuge), to reconnect in relationships, to be at the right place at the right time, to escape the earthquake, bombs, or the ambush of the enemy. 

E. Supernatural protection (pockets of mercy/cities of refuge). The “Goshen Principle” (Ex. 8:22-23; 9:4-6, 26; 10:23; 11:7). In the time of the plagues of Egypt, God did not allow His judgments to touch the place where His people lived, a place called Goshen (Ex. 8:22). Pockets of mercy is a term I use to refer to geographic areas where God’s people will be hidden or protected from God’s wrath in the End-Times.

F. The Goshen principle is seen in God sealing the saints to protect them from the wrath of God  (Rev. 7:2-3; 9:4; Ezek. 9:4-6). 
Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth…it may be that you will be hidden (protected from God’s judgments) in the day of the LORD's anger. (Zeph. 2:3)

I will set apart the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the land. 23 I will make a difference between My people and your people. (Ex. 8:22-23) 

G. The Church will be established in the Bridal paradigm (Rev. 22:17; Hos. 2:16; Mt. 22:37; 25:8). 
H. The worship and prayer movement will operate in great authority (Lk. 18:7-8; Mt. 21:13; Jn. 17:21-26; Rev. 5:8; 8:3-5; 22:17, 20; Isa. 62:6-7; 24:14-16; 25:9; 26:8-9; 27:2-5, 13; 30:18-19; 42:10-13; 43:26; 51:11; 52:8; Joel 2:12-17, 32; Zech. 13:9d; Jer. 31:7; Mic. 5:3-4; Zeph. 2:1). 
III. The GREAT DAY: the POSITIVE events 

A. The Second Coming of Jesus – Jesus will come as King of the earth. He will rule all the nations of the earth in Jerusalem from His Throne of glory in Jerusalem (Dan. 7:13-14; Mt. 25:31-32; 28:19-20; 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Isa. 2:1-4; Jer. 3:17). He will judge the nations and defeat all enemies (Rev. 19:11-16). Jesus will come in the clouds with power and in the glory of the Father with all the angels. (Mt 16:27; 24:29-30) as He is revealed from heaven in flaming fire (2 Thes. 1:7-10).  He brings all the saints from heaven with Him, as He descends from heaven to the earth with a shout, the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God (1 Thes. 4:14-16). 
B. At the Second Coming, Jesus brings the heavenly and earthly realms together. (Eph. 1:9-10). Heaven speaks of the supernatural realm where God’s power and presence are manifest. Earth speaks of the material physical realm as the place where human process and human emotions and physical sensation reach their fullest expression. Natural human processes are involved with supernatural dynamics as Jesus progressively affects every sphere of life (political, social, agricultural, economic, spiritual, educational, law enforcement, family, media, arts, technology, athletics, environment, social institutions, etc.). 

C. The Rapture of the Church– speaks of the “catching away” of God's people in the air when Jesus returns. All believers that are alive on the earth will be caught up (raptured) from one end of the sky to the other, to meet Jesus in the air as they are instantly given new resurrected bodies that radiate His glory and light (1 Thes. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:51-52, 41-43; Matt. 13:30, 40-43; 24:30-31; 2 Thes. 2:1). Believers who have died will be raised from their graves to meet Jesus in the sky. Jesus will rescue the saints from the Antichrist’s reign of terror by taking them up into a cloud of glory (raptured) just as the Lord provided ancient Israel a way of escape in the Red Sea (2 Thes. 1:6-8). 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven...and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. (1 Thes. 4:16-17) 

D. The Second Coming describes what Jesus does when He comes back to earth as the Rapture describes what happens to the Church when Jesus appears in the sky. The Second Coming and the Rapture occur in the same time frame, but have vital differences. The Marriage supper of the Lamb occurs in context to the Second Coming and the Rapture (Rev. 19:7-10).
E. There are three types of people on earth when Jesus appears in the sky. The redeemed will be Raptured during Jesus’ procession across the nations in the sky. The reprobate who took the mark of the Beast will be judged then killed (some executed). The resistors who are the unsaved survivors of the Great Tribulation who refused to worship the Antichrist, will have an opportunity to be converted after the Second Coming and then to re-populate the Millennial earth.

F. There are Two Witnesses or the Two prophets who will preach during the last 3½ years of the Tribulation. The miracles the two witnesses do are described as being similar to Moses and Elijah (Mal. 4:5).
I will give power to my Two Witnesses, and they will prophesy 1,260 days... 5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies... 6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. (Rev. 11:3-6)

G. The 144,000 sealed Jewish believers will be ethnic Jews (Rev. 7:4-8; 14:1-5). They will preach the gospel in power during last 3½ years. They are prophetic singers (Rev. 14:3). They will be divinely sealed for protection in contrast to the mark of the Antichrist on some unbelievers.
H. There will be a Great Harvest from all nations. (Matt. 24:14; Rev. 5:9; 7:9, 14; 14:6; 15:4; Ps. 66:4; Jer. 16:19; Zeph. 2:11; 3:8-10; Hab. 2:14; Mal. 1:11; Isa. 61:11; Zech. 2:11; 14:16-18; 
I. The salvation of Israel (Rom. 11:12-15, 25-26) will occur as the Church provokes Israel to jealousy by standing with them in affliction and by operating in the power of God as the Hebrew prophets did in the Old Testament (Matt. 25:32).
J. Jesus’ victory in the Armageddon campaign destroys the Antichrist and False Prophet and their armies (Rev. 19:11-21) and then He judges the Gentile nations afterwards (Matt. 25:31-32).
K. The judgment of the Great Harlot. (Rev. 17) and the fall of Babylon (Rev. 18) will destroy many of the resources of darkness. Babylon the Harlot is a evil worldwide economic and religious network that seduces many to follow evil and to persecutes the saints.

L. The Millennial Kingdom is when Jesus as King of kings takes over all the governments of the earth after He binds Satan (Rev. 20). In the Millennium all the kings of the earth will be saved and worship Jesus (Ps. 72:11; 102:15; 138:4) and base their national governments on His Word (Scripture). This is when the New Jerusalem descends to earth (Rev. 21:10).
IV. Very Terrible Day – the Great Tribulation 
A. The very Terrible Day will be the greatest crisis in history called the Great Tribulation emphasizing the negative dimensions of the 3½ years before Jesus’ return. The great trouble will be caused by the wrath of God on the rebellious by Antichrist’s reign of terror and the actions of evil people (on both believers and unbelievers) along with convulsions in nature (earthquakes, storms, etc). 
B. Most see the Great Tribulation as consisting of the last 3½ years before Jesus’ return. However, some see it as the last 7 years because the Harlot Babylon kills the saints at that time (Rev. 17:6). 

There shall be a time of trouble, SUCH AS NEVER WAS since there was a nation.(Dan. 12:1)

For then there will be GREAT TRIBULATION, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened. (Matt. 24:21-22)

Behold, a pale horse. The name of him who sat on it was Death...and power was given to them over ¼ of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by beasts….(Rev. 6:8)

The four angels...were released to kill 1/3 of mankind. (Rev. 9:15)

C. The purpose of the Great Tribulation is to purify God's people, bring in the harvest (including the salvation of Israel), vindicate the saints, expose false believers within the Church, demonstrate God’s power in protecting the saints (Rom. 9:17), punish sin (2 Thes. 1:6-10; Isa. 26:21), and purge earth from the defilement of sin (Isa. 24:4-6; Zech. 13:2). God's judgment removes options that often function as props that we falsely trust in and temptations the we yield to. 

Some of those of understanding shall fall (martyrdom), to refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the time of the end… (Dan 11:35).
…shall be purified, made white, and refined…the wise shall understand. (Dan 12:10).

But who can endure the day of His coming?...For He is like a refiner's fire…He will purify the sons of Levi...(Mal. 3:1-4).

D. The principle of judgment: God uses the least severe means to bring the greatest numbers to salvation at the deepest levels of love without violating anyone's free will in training the future rulers of the earth.
E. Pockets of mercy (we can make a difference) Zeph. 2:3; Joel 2:13-14; Ps. 91 

Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth…it may be that you will be hidden (protected) in the day of the LORD's anger (End-Time judgments). (Zeph. 2:3)
V. Very Terrible Day – 4 negative TRENDS 
A. Fullness of man’s sin – Rev. 9:21; 14:18; 17:5; 18:5; Dan. 8:23; 12:10

They did not repent of their murders...sorceries...sexual immorality or their thefts (Rev. 9:21)

1. Murder – Rev. 6:9-11; 7:13-14; 9:21; 13:7, 10; 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 2 Tim. 3:3 (brutal);
    Dan. 7:21, 25; 8:24; 11:33-35; 12:7, 10; Mk. 13:12:13 
2. Sorceries (occult/deception/oppression) Rev. 13:3-4, 8, 12-15; 14:11; 16:13-14; 18:23;
    Matt. 24:5, 11, 12, 24; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Thes. 2:3-4
3. Sexual immorality – Rev. 9:21; 16:13; 17:2; 18:3; 19:2; 2 Pet. 3:3.
4. Theft – legislation (anti-Semitism, etc), persecution, mark of the Beast, etc.  
B. Fullness of Satan’s rage – Rev. 12:12; 9:21; Dan. 7:21, 25; Rev. 13

Woe to the inhabitants of the earth…! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time. (Rev. 12: 12)

C. Fullness of God’s judgment (Rev. 15:7; 14:10) include the three judgment series called the seven seals (Rev. 6), the seven trumpets (Rev. 8:9) and the seven bowls of wrath (Rev. 16).
the wrath of God which is poured out full strength (Rev. 14:10) 
D. Fullness of Creation’s groan – Rom. 8:19-24. This includes earthquakes, upheavals in the sea, atmosphere, agriculture, sky, heavens, etc.  
Creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. (Rom. 8:21-22) 
VI. Very Terrible Day – negative events  
A. The Antichrist will have the largest army, the most money and power (spiritual/political) of any man in history. He will use demonic miracles to deceive (Rev. 13:12-14) and the power to kill resistors (Rev. 13:15) and economic oppression (Rev. 13:16-17). The Antichrist will be a hostile and dangerous man without reason or mercy, like a wild animal. The term “Beast” is used 36 times in Revelation to describe the Antichrist. The counterfeit trinity (Rev. 13:1-2, 11) includes Satan (dragon) empowering the Antichrist (first beast) and the False Prophet (second beast). The summary of the coming Antichrist as the most powerful evil political leader in history follows.
1. Military Genius (tactics/strategy) – Rev. 6:2; 13:2,16; Dan. 8:24,25; 11:38-39

2. Oratorical Genius (moves masses of people) – Dan. 11:32,36; 8:23

3. Political Genius (diplomacy) – Rev. 13:8,12; 17:11-12; 2 Thes. 2:4; Dan. 7:23

4. Commercial Genius (prosperity) – Dan. 11:36, 43; Rev. 13:16-17; Dan. 8:9, 24

5. Religious Genius (doctrines and history) – 2 Thes. 2:4; Rev. 13:4, 8, 12

6. Intellectual Genius (science, math, technology, languages, etc) – Dan. 8:23; 7:25

7. Occult Genius (demonology, miracles, human sacrifice) – Dan. 8:24; 11:39; Rev. 13 

B. The ten horns speak of the 10-nation confederation. The Antichrist's kingdom will have the power of unified resources of 10-nations. In other words, the economic, political and military unity of ten unified nations will threaten all nations. It will have a scope of influence and natural power (resource) beyond any other empire in history. The four components of the Antichrist's empire are political authority, military force, economic and religious control (Dan. 11:36-45). Political (10-nation confederation’s power to make laws Rev. 13:1-2; 17:16). Military (force of arms, Rev. 13:4, 7). Economics (commerce, monopolies, Rev. 13:2, 15-17). Religion (worship movement by occult powers, miracles, Rev. 13:4, 8). 

C. The catalytic event – dramatic wound and healing of the Beast (Rev. 13:3, 12, 14). Dramatic, international events will serve as a catalyst to launch the Antichrist into world prominence. The events are described as a head wound that is healed before the whole world. The Antichrist himself is seemingly killed and healed causing the nations to worship him. John does not say he is "raised from the dead," but that "the fatal wound will be healed." The Antichrist’s death and healing will be an imitation of Jesus' resurrection. 

D. Killing Christians – to make war with the saints (Dan. 7:21, 25; 8:24; 11:33-35; 12:7, 10; Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9, 14; 9:21; 11:7; 13:7, 15; 16:5-7; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; Mt. 10:21-22, 28; 24:9)  

E. The False Prophet (Rev. 13:11-18) will use demonic miracles to deceive (Rev. 13:12-14), and the legal system to kill resisters (Rev. 13:15) as well as establishing an oppressive economic system using the mark of the Beast (Rev. 13:16-17) to deprive all who refuse him. The False Prophet works to cause all nations to worship the Antichrist (Rev. 13:4,8). He will speak with supernatural power to move the masses (Rev. 13:11) confirming his words with great miracles to deceive (Rev. 13:13-14). His two most effective strategies will be to make all worship an idol (abomination of desolation) that is seen to think, talk, breathe, and make laws (Rev. 13:11) and to use mark of the Beast which forces everyone to daily declare their loyalties openly. There is economic oppression in forcing worldwide economic monopolies under him (Rev. 13:16-17). 

F. The Harlot Babylon is a worldwide economic and religious network that is filled with evil to seduce many to follow them and it will persecute the saints (Rev. 17-18). The great falling away from the faith (2 Thes. 2:3, 1 Tim. 4:1; Mt. 24:10)
G. Why study the End-Times? To prepare the Church to be victorious in love and power during the most dramatic time in history when more people will be alive on earth than all history combined. To prepare the Church to participate in the coming release of God's glory (instead of neglecting or resisting it). To prepare the Church to rightly interpret the crisis instead of being offended by it. It awakens urgency in intercession knowing that prayer can minimize evil and increase victory in specific geographic areas, establishing pockets of mercy (Joel 2:13-14; Zeph. 2:3). To strengthen our confidence in sovereignty (God is fully in control and never surprised). 
H. Common lies related to End-Time prophecy: It is not relevant (it is just for the curious), to be spiritualized (not taken literally) and is impossible to understand (it is just for scholars). One common error is in thinking that every generation has believed they were the final generation.
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